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Azraq Catch-Up School 

Azraq Town, Kingdom of Jordan, Since October 2014. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Azraq town, East of Jordan, has seen some 8000 Syrian refugees settle in the past 
3 years, with a local population originally nearing 10 000.  
The influx of refugees has increased significantly since the opening of the 2nd 
UNHCR/government-run Camp in the Kingdom, the Azraq Camp, some 35 km away 
from the town (around 17 000 refugees in at the moment, but an optimal capacity of 
130 000 people). 
 
Among these 8000 refugees, about 50% are children from age 0-17. It is estimated that 
3 out of 5 are out of school due to a lack of capacity in the pre-existing schools (8 
schools: 4 in South Azraq, 4 in North Azraq), or worst, due to the refugee children 
being so behind in their level of education due to the crisis pulling them out of 
schools.  
Jordan’s public schooling quality of education is threatened. Back in 2010, a 
countrywide reform had been implemented in order to provide for better education 
everywhere in the Kingdom. With the Syrian crisis and the influx of refugees, elements 
that were suppressed by this reform had to be re-inserted in the system, such as the 
double-shift, which only allows for 4 hours of education per school day. 
 
4 years into the conflict, intertwined social factors prevent the Syrian refugee youth 
from accessing quality education, many of which are dictated by economic deprivation: 
teenage girls and young women tend to drop out and the majority of young male are 
engaging in paid employment to support the family income rather than formal and non-
formal education. 
 
However we believe that education is a protective factor for the refugee youth, offering 
stability and purpose, opportunities, and a new routine essential to the development of 
skills and knowledge. 
 



HRJ – HELPING REFUGEES IN JORDAN    

HRJ’s Educational Program 
 
With this in mind, and in close cooperation with the AWA (Azraq Women Association, 
a local charity established in 1984), HRJ – Helping Refugees in Jordan began an 
educational program in Azraq town benefitting both resident communities: Jordanian 
and Syrian. 
 
ENHANCING THE CAPACITY OF 2 LOCAL SCHOOLS  
During Summer 2014, our team provided extra space in the form of equipped 
containers (60 additional seats). The schools were first assessed by HRJ teams and 
enhancement projects designed jointly with the school directors as well as 
representatives of the AWA (Azraq Women Association). The Ministry of education 
kindly agreed to provide additional teachers to make full use of the newly acquired 
spaces. 
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While this type of direct assistance to local school is essential to allow for more refugee 
children to be enrolled in Jordanian schools where they can receive certified education, 
the main struggle is to identify schools that have sufficient physical space and staff to 
ensure that the extra rooms are at full use. 
 
By 2015, and due to the increasing pressure of refugee populations on the educational 
system, the government of Jordan was calling for innovative measures to provide 
education to refugees, without affecting the Kingdom’s schools. 
 
OPENING 3 KEEP-UP / CATCH-UP CLASSES  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In September 2014, while schools had officially started again for Fall semester in 
August, over 130 children were still in need of education, unable to enroll in the 8 
local schools.  
In line with our partnership with AWA (Azraq Women Association), HRJ decided to 
open a Keep-up / Catch-up School. Starting with one classroom that was soon 
overcrowded, a second one was opened at the end of 2014, leading 56 children to enroll 
in our remedial classes. This summer, thanks to the generosity of various international 
private donors, we were able to add a third classroom to our school. 
 
The Azraq Catch-Up School now hosts 95 Syrian children from age 6 to 15. One class 
operates as Level 1 (grade 1), the second as Level 2 (grades 2 to 3), and the third as Level 
3 (grades 4 and 5). The classes run 5 days a week from 8 to 12.30 (except during 
Ramadan), and are dispensed by two Syrian teachers, refugees themselves since 2012, 
and one Jordanian woman with extensive experience in the Kingdom and the region. 
Another Syrian woman is working as teaching assistant / reading assistant. In the 
afternoons, students are offered the possibility to have some quality one-to-one time 
with the teachers in order to overcome some of their academic and personal struggles. 
Our students are taught according to the Jordanian curriculum for accessibility reasons, 
but also because we believe it will be easier for these children to integrate in local 
schools if opportunities come in the future.  
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  THANK YOU ! 

Additional pictures of our students, 
teachers, and facilities. 
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Fatima is now 12 years old. We first met her when she 
was 10, during home visits in the Azraq region. She 
lives with her 3 older brothers and her mother in a 
makeshift shelter.  

When we first talked to her about getting back into 
school Fatima was very happy to show us her 
certificates from Syria. But she was not able to enrol 
in any Azraq schools due to a lack of space. When we 
came back a few months later, the lively little girl was 
suffering from depression and anxiety and her hair 
was falling out. Since joining our school, the lively girl 
is back and so is her hair! 

Fatima hopes to be a teacher when she grows up. 

Left: Maram is 16 years old. She suffers from delayed growth, which affects the development of her body as well 
as her mental capacities. We met her when her father registered her younger sister into our school. He had not 
considered registering Maram due to her limitations. Our team explained the potential benefits of letting Maram 
join other students. At the time, she had anger issues, which came from a feeling of helplessness. 2 months in, 
our team conducted several parents/teacher meetings. Both her parents were there to tell us how Maram’s life 
had been transformed and impacted in a positive way. She now interacts with others on a friendly bases and has 
learned a lot! 

Right: Yahia (left) is the funny one in our higher level. Going back to school has allowed him to make new 
friends and express himself outside of the family circle. The youngest brother of 5, he is always in the show! 
Muhammad (right), is our artist. In May we were joined by a group of volunteers to bring some colour to the 
classroom. Muhammad helped to design the drawings that were then painted on the walls. 
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Our Catch-Up School has now been running for almost a year. It is a real success that 
has proven beneficial to the lives of the students and their families. Before joining our 
school, many of these children were reported being depressed, solitary, and sometimes 
violent. Aside from academic learning, joining our school was an opportunity to partake 
in activities with other children of the same age, and learn the codes of society and good 
behavior. 
 
The strength of our Educational Program lies in the fact that it was designed for the 
Azraq community, and implemented with its help, at an organizational level with the 
AWA (Azraq Women Association), but also at the individual level, hiring local 
Jordanian and Syrian teachers / assistant, responding to the needs and interests 
expressed by the Jordanian and refugee populations.  
Getting the local community involved is in this case a guarantee of long-term 
sustainability, as the beneficiaries are empowered and have ownership over the 
program. 
 

Support Us 
 
The need for such initiatives is ever growing, but sustaining such a successful program is 
essential before thinking about expanding. 
 
Assistance to the program can be provided in the form of:  

- Salaries payment to the teachers / assistant 
- Equipment & Supplies 
- Rental and utilities fees 
- Snacks & water 

 

 

THANK YOU ! 


